Thomas Pilkington, of Bradley, Esquire, whose only daughter married Eamsden of Byrom, grandfather to the aforesaid John Eamsden; Barbara married, secondly, Eobert Savile, of Methley.
It is a great sign of good conduct of a good estate and reputation for a man to be able to marry eight daughters to husbands of good fortune and quality.
Thomas Eeresby, son and heir of Lionel, married Margaret, daughter of Thomas Babington, Esquire, by whom he had Thomas, who succeeded him; Francis, a commander in the Low Countries, where he died; William, intended for a clergyman, but would make no scholar. He lived with his aunt Coupledike, who left him £100, which he spent many years before he died, and chiefly in good fellowship. He died at Thrybergh, a little handsome old man, within my memory. Godfrey, fifth son of Thomas, brought up to the law, had a son William, killed in an engagement at EHburn, in Derbyshire, in the civil wars; and another, Francis, a volunteer in Prince Eupert's troop, and afterwards Major in Sir Philip Monckton's regiment of horse, who continued in the war till the last. He was, after the war seemed ended, one of the principal persons with Colonel Morris at the taking of Pontefract Castle.
Tradition says that Thomas Eeresby was a good landlord, lived hospitably, was diligent and knowing in the office of justice of the peace. As to his person, he was of a middle stature, strong made, with brown hair and red beard, rather lean than fat, long faced but a good aspect ; his wife was a handsome woman, fair haired, of a middle stature, as may be discovered by their pictures in the gallery. He died about the year 1587.
Thomas, his eldest son, was knighted by Queen Elizabeth about the fortieth year of her reign.